
SMILE STAFF Reporter Jim Roque jim.roque@suntrust.com Editor Jim Henry jrhjr@jimhenrybooks.com Ass't Editor Sue Leavis sleavis@gmail.com
Printed by Bob Stone MinuteManPress bobsrotaryemail@gmail.com Public Relations Committee Chair Rick Hughes rick.hughes@gimi.org

CHARTERED APRIL 12, 1926 
CLUB NUMBER 4339 

DISTRICT 6960 
ZONE 34 

PRESIDENT - VICENTE MEDINA
Classification.  Insurance — Advanced Underwriter 

JULY 1, 2015 SMILE THE WEEKLY CLUB NEWSLETTER WWW.ROTARYCLUBOFSARASOTA.COM

ROTARY CLUBS DO NOT MAKE COMMUNITIES.    ROTARY CLUBS MAKE COMMUNITIES BETTER

BOB JOHNSON, ATTORNEY, PROGRAM COMMITTEE CHAIR
THIS MEETING VICENTE MEDINA, conducting his first 
meeting as president, will enlighten 
us with a few words of wisdom then 
introduce members Ron Rayevich,
Consultant,  and  Bob  Johnson,
Estate  planning  Attorney,  who  will 
share  with  us  some Independence 
Day vignettes.  

JULY PROGRAMS
JULY 8 - Sarah Sheldon joined ShelterBox USA in 2012 
as a Program Coordinator  and has been working with  the 
organization's volunteers who raise awareness and funds in 
support of its relief efforts.  Shelter Box USA headquarters is in 

Lakewood Ranch.  As program manager, Sarah 
recruits  and  trains  the  organization's  400 
volunteers located throughout the United States. 
She also creates and manages programs that 
allow youth to engage with ShelterBox while 
ultimately becoming better global citizens. 
     Prior to ShelterBox, Sarah has a long history 
of volunteering, service, and managing youth 
programs. She holds a Bachelor of Science from 
the University of Florida where she majored in 
family, youth and community sciences. 

July 15—Rory Martin, President, Sarasota Fairgrounds 
July 22—District 6960 Governor Cyndi Doragh 
July 29—Jeff LaHurd, Sarasota Historic Society 

The first Object of Rotary is also its most important!  Our 
member,  executive  coach  Andrea  Nierenberg,  says  that 
networking  is  developing  relationships.   Rotary  International 
research says that networking is the #1 
reason people join Rotary clubs.  In our 
club, new members often have difficulty 
getting  to  know  long-time  members; 
genders and generations tend to want to 
develop acquaintances with peers, which is 
to be expected.   

     The feature AROUND THE CLUB is to 
help us get to know and appreciate one 
another.   Please share,  via Jim Roque, 
tidbits so we all can get to know and appreciate each other for 
who we are. 

Peggy Williams, tour director 
(Shelltrips) and 

world-renown shell collector, discovered 
several mollusks now named for her. BOB
GAGLIO,  chef/entrepreneur, presents 
convincing evidence that Italian Food 
Conquered the World with his in-house 
dinners and culinary trips to Italy.   Gene 
Rose (aka Brad Pitt), travel consultant, 
sank a 50’ chip shot at the Meadows 
Country Club during Wednesday’s Golf 
with Rotarians.  See the club’s web site 
for details.  Visitors welcome.

DID YOU  KNOW THAT ROTARY CLUBS ARE NOT 
CHARITABLE  SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS!

Rotary, Rotaract, and Interact clubs, according to Rotary 
International and the Internal Revenue Service, are  

501c4 social welfare organizations.

T h e  a l w a y s 
impressive Nora 
Patterson, four-term 

County Commissioner who retired in 
November, 2014, gave an excellent 
update on what has been accomplished 
in Sarasota County.  Nora, who has 
addressed the club several times as 
commissioner, explained that despite 

that Great Recession, during which assessed property values 
declined as much as 40%, Sarasota County has maintained 
a balanced budget and replenish a $150 million 
reserve.  40% of the County's budget is dependent on 
property taxes, which resulted in a 25% reduction in county 
property tax income at the bottom of the recession.  Sarasota 
County has the second lowest (you read correctly) county tax 
rate in Florida.  Nora also explained that two new parks 
were built during the Great Recession: Urfer Park (where my 
six year old granddaughter likes to play) and the magnificent 
Benderson Rowing Park along Cattleman behind the new 
University Town Center Mall.  The County has also bought 
125 acres in North County for future development into athletic 
fields. Thanks, Nora, for your many years of service to 
Sarasota.

AROUND THE CLUB

PREVIOUS MEETING by Ron Rayevich 
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MEDINA INAUGURATED PRESIDENT
AT THE ROTARY CLUB OF SARASOTA'S

50 SHADES OF FLORAL AWARDS BANQUET

PRESIDENT VICENTE PINNED BY NOW EX-PRESIDENT
JUDY BENNETT AS DISTRICT 6960 GOVERNOR CYNDI 

DORAGH LOOKS ON.

Ed Pierce Rotarian of the Year: The
Rotary Club of Sarasota's highest 

recognition goes to 
structural engineer 
Bill Jotham for
having demonstrated 
a lifetime of high 
ethical standards, 
ideal professional, 
and humanitarian 

activities that 
extends far beyond 
the club.  Accepting 
for Bill was Retired 
Financial Consultant 
Sean Skinner.

Rookie of the Year: Robin Bardo
became involved in club activities and 
has made a 
significant
impact in 
supporting and 
strengthening the 
club, earning this 
recognition from 
club members

Roscoe Turner Service Above Self 
Award: Caridad Santos, 
ophthalmologist, 
recognized by 
members as the 
Rotarian who 
exemplifies Service 
above Self because 
of her service 
activities and personal conduct.  
Caridad, who earlier had received 
District 6960's Vocational Service award 
for her unrelenting desire to bring sight to 
people throughout the world, receives the 
award from committee member, 
contractor Joe Formella.

Avenues of Service Award: Lois 
Schaper, receiving the award  from 
committee member Jayne Cory,
consistently demonstrated support of the 
Object of Rotary through participation in 
Rotary's five 
Avenues of 
Service: Club, 
Vocational,
Community, 
International, and 
New Generations. 

Non - Rotarian Citizen of the Year:

Judge Lee Haworth exemplified the 
Rotary creed of “Service above Self” for 
his relentless desire, professionally and 
personally, to influence and aide the 
advancement of young people in our 
community.

Fred and Terri Derr, upon being 
recognized by major donor Dick 
Rehmeyer for becoming Major Donors

to The Rotary 
Foundation, receive pins 
from President Judy 
Bennett and 
major donor 
Jim Henry. 

PRESIDENT MEDINA RECEIVING THE MIDAS TOUCH FROM 
BOARD MEMBERS AND EX-PRESIDENTS



Sandra Franks, All Faiths Food Bank's chief 
executive officer, receives a $60,000 check
symbolizing the Rotary Club of Sarasota  

Foundation’s five-year commitment to help  
establish School Based Food Pantries in all 

Sarasota County Title One Schools.

The Foundation is now accepting  
(and matching up to $20,000) on-line

donations.  Anyone wishing to contribute to the 

FEED THE STUDENT & FUEL THE BRAINFEED THE STUDENT & FUEL THE BRAIN

Initiative can do so by going to: 

 http://
www.rotaryclubofsarasotafoundation.org/

grantdonation.html




