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AUGUST 15, 2018

Today's Program:
Ira Klein, Sarasota Swim
Academy
Coach Klein is in his twelfth
year as a senior/head coach in
Sarasota County, three times
longer
than
any
other
senior/head coach over the past
forty years. He has over forty
years
of
national
and
international experience, having
coached
seven
Olympic
athletes, more than two dozen national age group record
holders, over forty senior - junior & YMCA individual national
champions, and literally hundreds of top ten nationally ranked
swimmers. His experience and longevity in the area gives the
knowledge and stability that athletes need to reach their full
potential.
He has served as Vice President of USA Swimming, as well
as president of the American Swim Coaches Association. In
2016 he was elected to the General Chair position to lead
Florida Swimming.

*************************************************

Upcoming Programs:
August 22

Kelly Ellington, Chris Renough
School System - One Book Initiative
August 29 Anya Keogh, Sarah Lodge
Getting to Know our Members
#######################################################

Regular Social Gatherings
Saturday mornings at 9 a.m.
Panera Bread @ US 41 & Bahia Vista
First Thursday Evening of the Month
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. Amore
Burns Court, 446 South Pineapple Ave.
Baloney Club 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays
Marina Jack Balcony before the regular meeting.
Club members and guests are welcome at all social
gatherings. Be prepared to accomplish virtually nothing except
getting to chat, laugh, and by chance learn something useful
once in a while.

WWW.ROTARYCLUBOFSARASOTA.COM

PREVIOUS MEETING ( 08/08/17) by Ron Rayevich
My granddaughter is going into 4th grade this year in Sarasota. After
hearing Dr. Rachel Shelley, Principal of Booker High School and
Florida HS Principal of the Year, discuss what is being done to
prepare Booker high school students for college and careers, I feel
better about the entire Sarasota County Public School system. I already
knew is the second best public school system among Florida's 67 county
school systems.
Dr. Shelley introduced Booker HS's Director of the College and
Career Readiness Program, Lem Andrews, and a 2018 graduate of
Booker HS, Grace Gerdes, who will attend Georgia Tech this fall on
scholarship. Lem explained how the college and career readiness
programs works at Booker HS and why 91% of Booker graduates have
been accepted into universities, colleges, or technical schools (supported
by over $5 million in scholarships) or have obtained their first post high
school jobs. The key is preparation, beginning in the freshman year of
high school, involving collaborating with local business enterprises,
high college recruiter on campus and visiting colleges, to better
understand what career options are really available and what it takes in
terms of academic preparation and skill building to take full advantage
of these opportunities. Dr. Shelley made it clear how difficult it is for
high school students coming from lower income families to find their
way into good colleges (nationwide only 9% succeed at that) or to
apprenticeships for good jobs, when their parent(s) have not had the
same opportunities and may be working in low skill, low income jobs.
Today, Booker High School, serves a racially and socially diverse
student body of 1250 students. It features unique programs in the Visual
and Performing Arts, Career and Technical Training, the Law Academy,
a well regarded Jr. ROTC program, and the Advanced International
Certificate of Excellence (ACIE) program sponsored by Cambridge
University in the UK. Thanks, Dr. Shelley, for bring us the good news
about education in Sarasota and for you, your faculty and staff's hard
work at Booker HS.
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For those skeptics
who thought I was
joking when I said
I was thoughtful
enough to buy
my wife a new,
beautiful, lightweight

On a recent family reunion, the home lost the internet
and cable television. You know what? I found out
that most, but not all, relatives are pretty nice people.

vacuum cleaner!
Jim Henry

Rotary Club of Sarasota's Project Received District 6960's Pioneering

$40,000
Community Service Grant.
In April, 2017, Rotary District 6960's Grants Committee announced that it was going to begin awarding Community
Service Grants of up to $50,000. The projects must fall within The Rotary Foundation's six areas of service. Grant
applications had to be submitted to the District Grants Committee by May 15, 2017.
After extensive contacts and legwork, the Rotary Club of Sarasota Foundation submitted two applications.
One was specifically in Arcadia, which is in District 6960; the other was a project intended to serve fresh and frozen
foods to the food insecure in Sarasota and DeSoto County's rural areas, which includes all of Desoto County.
The District Grants Committee visited both projects and chose to award $40,000 to All Faiths Food Bank
so it could serve Sarasota and DeSoto County's rural food insecure. Gulf Coast Community Foundation is the major
partner in this initiative. Area Rotary Clubs who contributed $2,500 to the project have the club names listed on the
truck's tailgate. Other donors who contributed $2,500 or more to the initiative also have their names on the tailgate.
The total cost of the truck, complete with its signage, is just under $150,000.
On Thursday, August 10, it was a privilege to get the opportunity to cut the ribbon officially putting the
AFFB Reefer on the road.

The Refrigerated Truck, affectionately called

"The AFFB Reefer."

Left to right - Immediate Past District 6960 Governor Bobbi Bird, Rotarian Jim Henry,
All Faiths Food Bank CEO Sandra Frank, Gulf Coast Community Foundation Vice President Veronica Brady

