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PRESIDENT LAURA  SEZS 
     Rotary International President-elect Holger Knaack’s theme for 2020-21, Rotary Opens 
Opportunities, asks Rotarians to create opportunities that strengthen their leadership, help put 
service ideas into action, and improve the lives of those in need. 
     As Rotarians, we need to be People of Action who make positive impacts on our commu-
nity. We are stronger together than we are alone.  Therefore, I want to focus on continuing on 
how we meet our objectives and invigorate the members of  our club, all with an eye toward 
ensuring that the Rotary Club of Sarasota remains the preeminent club in our area. 
     During the Strategic Planning Process, I hope that our members will take this opportunity 
to lend their thoughts to the direction of the club, give their honest assessment of what kind of 
Club they want to be, and agree to what their part will be in building on that idea. While this 
plan will not dictate what the next few years will look like, it will provide a roadmap, agreed 
to by our members, for leadership to follow. 
     Thank you again for the honor of allowing me to serve. I am humbled and grateful that you 
have provided me with this opportunity. I look forward to a brilliant year. 

 

Our club is committed to a minimum of  forty‐five (45) lunches each week.  Twenty‐three (23) people attended this past 
Wednesday. To ensure the safety of our members and guests, the wait staff, wearing masks and gloves, serve the buffet. 
The tables are spread apart and seat six.  

The meetings will continue to be Zoomed at this link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89310298646  This will always 
be the link for the lunch meetings. 

Thanks to Maarten, the Saturday Morning Zoom now has a permanent link 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86569938109  

Program Committee 
Membership Committee 

SMILE editor 

Rotary Leadership Institute 
(Club pays Registration Fee) 

Fellowship Committee 

Strategic Planning 

Youth Exchange 

Interact and/or Rotaract 

Community Service 
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Youth Services S4TL/RYLA  

Host an  International Rotary Dignitary 



 

AWARDS AND INSTA  
    Upon arrival at the Sarasota Yacht 
Club, Rotarians and guests checked in and 
received their name badges and meal selec-
tion tags from an obviously happy Bonnie 
as Joyce checked our temperature.  Then 
attendees stepped to the entrance of the 
cocktail lounge, purchased beverage tags 
from Jayne, who had Rotarian Jon Swift 
keeping her company. 
     Rotarians and guests were handed indi-
vidual plates of tasty hors d'oeuvores by 
well-dressed, gloved, and masked Yacht 
Club staff members.   
     This was a wonderful beginning to what 
turned out to be a very enjoyable evening. 

THEN THE FELLOWSHIP BEGAN! 

District Governor Elect Darryl Keyes 
chatting with the masked stranger. 



 

  LLATION BANQUET 

Rookie of the Year 
Sean Skinner 

 Fellowship Award 
Ed Pierce 

Rotarian of the Year 

Zain Hartman Judy VanHouten Jim Henry 

CHANGING OF THE GUARD 
Pandemic President  
Jeff Meyer says his 
final words about his 

year of service; a 
memorable year when 
the People of Action in 

the Rotary Club of 
Sarasota made signifi-
cant strides in helping 
to make the world bet-
ter by helping to make 

Sarasota better. 

Pandemic President  
Jeff  then turned the 

meeting over to 
 District Governor- 
Elect Darryl Keyes 
to install the officers 
and directors for the 
2020-2021 Rotary 

Year. 

PRESIDENT     LAURA RANDALL 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President Laura acknowledges 
 Pandemic President Jeff’s service 

with a Past Presidents Pin. 
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PREVIOUS MARINA JACK AND VIRTUAL MEETING  
(JUNE 24) BY RON RAYEVICH 

NEW ROTARY CLUB OF SARASOTA  
FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS 

CLUB ASSEMBLY   
 

LET’S GET THIS STARTED! 
When the door of  

opportunity opens, will you 
step through it? 

     I don't know about you, but I thought Ernest Hooper, Communications Director for the American 
Cancer Society's Southwest Florida Division, and former writer and editor at The Tampa Bay (St. Pete) 
Times, did a great job explaining why African Americans are so upset by the George Floyd murder.  Ear-
nest told us a very revealing story about how at age 16 he almost ended up in jail in Tallahassee. Thanks to 
an understanding police officer, he and his friends were just let go with a warning following an innocent 
activity involving a cheerleaders' conference at a private dorm near FSU that Earnest and some of his male 
friends tried to crash.  His life could have been forever changed, but instead, the kindness of a Tallahassee 
police office let him and his fellow party-crashers (teenagers all) off the hook.  We all need to be given a 
second chance and Earnest made the most of it by graduating from the U of F (what's with the Gator chomp 
anyway - I think all you Gators were sabotaged by FSU) and becoming a great role model.  I think we all 
can agree we need a lot more great role models, not only in our African American communities, but in our 
White and Hispanic communities as well.  Thanks, Earnest, for joining us in Sarasota and for presenting a 
truly interesting program. 

The Rotary Club of Sarasota Foundation is overseen by a nine-member board.   The Rotary Club of Sarasota’s immediate past president serves 
a one-year term as the foundation-board liaison.  Each of the remaining eight board members serves staggered three-year terms, and cannot 
serve more than two full consecutive terms.  Three board members termed out this year.  Six members were nominated to fulfill the three posi-
tions.  Listed below are the new board members.  Terms end on June 30 of the calendar year. 

Bill Jotham 
2020-2023 

Anne Clancy 
2020-2023 

Linda Condon 
2020-2023 

Jeff Meyer 
2020-2021 


